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An exhibition organized by 
University Art Galleries 
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Dayton, Ohio 
L E y 
n g s 
William Bailey is recognized as being one of 
the most important Realist painters living 
today. Organizing an exhibition that includes 
many of William Bailey's best-known works 
was a rare and special opportunity for the 
University Art Galleries. It would not have 
been possible without the assistance and 
support of many individuals and institutions. 
I would like to thank David Leach for making 
the initial contact with William Bailey, who 
generously agreed to do this show as a favor to 
one of his former students and friends in the 
Department of Art and Art History at Wright 
State University. Other thanks must go the 
family of Mr. Bailey for the loan of their works 
to this exhibition; to the staff of the Robert 
Schoelkopf Gallery and, in particular, Jane 
Schoelkopf; and to the museums and private 
ollector who offered th ir painting and 
drawings for thi xhibit. Sp ial appr 1at1on 
must also go to Mr. William Schn id rand 
Miller Valentine Group for the corporate 
support of this exhibition. Lastly, and most 
importantly, I must thank Kathie Peoples, for 
assisting me in every aspect of putting together 
this exhibition. 
Barry A. Rosenberg 
Director 
Portrait of S 
1980, Oil on canvas, 50" x 40" 
Courtesy The Bayly Museum, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia 
w L L I A M 
Bailey's still life paintings are not still lifes in 
any conventional sense. They are not about the 
everyday or the useful. There is nothing homey 
about them, nothing that even hints at 
habitation, nothing random or accidental, 
nothing that suggests the casual disposition of 
real objects on a tabletop. They have about 
them an air of the absolute. They seem to exist 
without antecedent or future in an enormous, 
self-sustaining present. Instead of feeling that 
the utensils on the painting have been 
"caught," that their moment, the accident of 
their being or presence has been preserved, we 
have th sensation that w are eeing an 
arrangement that ha alway b en and wi 11 
ontinue to be long after wed part. Nothing 
about Bailey's paintings suggests uncertainty. 
There is nothing ragged or messy about them 
nor does anything spread, engulf, or obliterate. 
Nothing points to dissolution. Nowhere is the 
abyss hinted at. Everything is containment. Not 
swept up by a passionate ordering, not 
constrained from chaos by a controlling eye, 
everything is in itself contained and further 
B A L E y 
contained by fastidious positioning. The notion 
of containment asserts itself again and again, 
most immediately and most palpably by the 
repeated presence of jugs, cups, bowls, and 
pots. Bailey's objects exist in an unreachable 
middle-world, close enough to be seen clearly, 
but never close enough to be touched. They 
are impregnable, and their defense is their 
distance, a distance created by an order so 
extreme, so rigorously asserted that it endows 
each painting with a disquieting forcefulness. 
No viewer, it seems to me, can imagine 
changes in the disposition of the objects, for it 
i preci ely such wayward imagining that 
Bailey's paintings are re istant to. Their power 
is in their terminal presence, their fixity, their 
utter formality. And given the informality of 
our culture, its surreal elevation of accident to 
esthetic principle, the rationality of Bailey's art 
exists, at least in part, as a rebuke. Ultimately, 
however, Bailey's pa intings affect us as 
displays of metaphysical grandeur, revelations 




1984, Pencil on paper, 13 114" x 19" 
Courtesy Robert Schoelkopf Gallery, Collection of the arti t 
Cinepro VI 
1979, Casein on paper, lP4" x 15 14" 
Courtesy Robert Schoelkopf Gall ry , Collection Alix Bailey 
Cinepro Still Life # 7 
1978, Casein on paper, 1 P a" x 15 1'a" 
Courtesy Robert Schoelkopf Gallery, Collection Sandra Bailey 
Untitled 
1983, Pencil on paper, 15" x 11 va" 
Courtesy Robert Schoelkopf Gallery 
Untitled 
1986, Pencil on paper, 15" x 11 v4" 
Courtesy Robert Schoelkopf Gallery 
Eggs 
1974, Oil on canvas, 34 v2" x 44Y4" 
Courtesy, Collection of the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, New York 
Still Life of 10 Eggs, White Vase, Blue and White Vase and Enamel Cup 
1971 , Oil on canvas, 42" x 48" 
Courtesy, Collection of The J. B. Speed Art Museum, Louisville, Kentucky 
N 
1964, Oil on canvas, 48" x 72" 
Courtesy, Collection of the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, New York; Gift of Mrs. Louis Sosland 
Mercatale Still Life 
1981 , Oil and wax on canvas, 30" x 40" 
Courtesy, Collection, The Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York; Blanchette Rockefeller Fund 
Still Life with Ro e Wal/ and Compote 
January-March, 1973, Oil on canva , 40" x 4811s" 
Courtesy Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian In titution, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scho lkopf 
William Bailey 
Birthdate : ouncil Bluffs, Iowa , 1930 
Education : Univer ity of Kansas, c hool of Fine Arts, 1948-5 1 
Yale Univer ity, School of Art, B.F.A . 1955 
Yale University, S hool of Art, M.F.A. 1957 
1986: Ele ted Member of the American Academy and Insti tute of 
Art and Letters 
One-M an Exhibitions 
1956 Robert Hull Fleming Museum, University of Vermont, 

























Kanegi Gallery, Boston, Mas achusetts; Paintings and 
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